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All options will be taught at Walton Hall Academy 
over 2020-21.  

These options are available to selected students         
depending on level of course requirements. 

Vocational 
OPTIONS  
BOOKLET 
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Students have the opportunity to study two vocational  
options. These are highlighted in the table below. All op-
tions are delivered at Walton Hall Academy. 
 
Students need to select a first, second, third and fourth 
choice from the options offered. It is important that students 
consider the vocational path that they are wishing to follow 
as they prepare to for their next stage of education but we 
also encourage students to try different or new subjects          
to gain a taste of different vocations. We do try to place  
students in their first choices; however numbers in each  
option are limited and we may have to go to the students 
3rd or 4th choice on occasion.  
 
To help you decide this booklet contains an outline of each 
course and where it will be delivered.  

Options List—chose 4 

Subject Page Subject Page 

Art & Design Hospitality and Tourism 3 11 

Childcare ICT  4 12 

Cooking (KS4 only) 
Motor Vehicle  
Technology  

5 13 

Creative Craft Music/School of Rock 6 14 

Creative Media Performing Arts 7 15 

Duke of Edinburgh  
Award 

Radio  8 16 

Farming Sport  9 17 

Gardening 10   
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Art & Design   
 

BTEC Award or Certificate in 
 Art & Design Level 1  

Teacher in Charge:  to be confirmed 

What is the subject about? 

 
What do the lessons involve? 
 
In your lessons you will: 
 
• Learn skills and techniques to produce various pieces of art work 
• Use materials, tools and equipment safely in healthy environments 
• Learning about other artists and styles 
• Develop a portfolio of work  
• Record and review your work 
• Plan, create and display a final piece 

 
 

 
What will I be expected to do at home? 
 
At home you will be expected to: 
 
• Undertake your own research 
• Develop ideas for future work 
• Complete coursework tasks 
 

 
Progression Paths Beyond Post 16 
 
Specialist College courses 
Employment Opportunities including Apprenticeships 

This aim of this  course is to allow you to experience a range of art,  
design and media techniques and gain a level 1 qualification in art and  
design. The programme encourages you to explore and enhance artistic 
and media skills, techniques, and knowledge giving you the opportunity to 
begin the development of an individual portfolio of art, media and  
design work. This is achieved through set projects exploring a number of 
different topics. 
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What is the subject about? 
 
This course will give you all the knowledge and practical experience of    
working with children from babies—5 years of age. You will develop skills of 
how to care for babies and young children including how to meet their    
physical and emotional care needs, how to keep them safe and healthy, how 
to communicate with them effectively and how to develop their educational, 
personal and social  needs.  So whether you have an interest in working with 
children as a job, or if you are interested in developing parenting skills for the 
future, this course will provide you with the right knowledge to ensure you 
can provide and care for a child in a positive way. 
 
What do the lessons involve? 
 
In the lessons you will: 
• Follow a brief in your lessons that fits with developing childcare skills in 

a vocational context. 
• Improve and build on your caring skills as well as learn new ones.  
• Learn how to use meet the emotional, physical and educational needs 

to children from 0-5 years old 
• Carry out practical activities including feeding (cooking meals suitable 

for children), bathing and dressing a child or production of games and 
books to develop communication and learning. 

• Visit local childcare settings or places that children may visit to assess 
how they provide for children. 

 
Lessons will involve: 

 Short written tasks  
 Discussions 
 Practical work   

 
Progression Paths Beyond Post 16 
 
Specialist College courses 
Employment Opportunities including Apprenticeships 
Work experience placements 

Childcare  
 

BTEC EL3/L1 Caring for Children 
Award  

Teacher in Charge:  to be confirmed 
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What is the subject about? 
 
• To enjoy and achieve new skills in cookery 
• To learn to prepare, cook and present simple dishes 
• To be aware of different cookery methods 
• Clean work areas and equipment safely 
• To be aware of health and safety policies 
• To understand the need for Time Management during sessions 
• Review own performance and make suggestions for the future 
• To listen to information and respond appropriately to questions from  
 staff and students. 
 
 
What do the lessons involve? 
• Learn and practice skills and techniques to make simple dishes 
• Development of new skills, accessing various sporting equipment 
• Participation in cleaning the work area and equipment 
• Use different methods to cook food 
 

 
 
Progression Paths Beyond Post 
16 
 
Specialist College courses 
Employment Opportunities including        
Apprenticeships 
Work experience placements 

Basic Food Preparation and  
Cooking   

NCFE Level 1 award in  
Occupational Studies 

Teacher in Charge:  Julia MacGowan 
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What is the subject about? 
Creative Craft covers a wide range of crafts that people enjoy making as a 
hobby, heritage crafts that are traditionally made, and crafts that are         
produced by artists. You will have the opportunity to try your hand at crafts 
like willow weaving, pottery, textiles and some forms of art & design. You will 
also have the opportunity to meet local crafts people and visit a gallery. You 
do not need any previous art or craft experience to join this course. 
 
What do the lessons involve? 
 
In your lessons you will: 
 
• Follow a brief that has a vocational theme 
• Learn skills used to create various craft items 
• Use materials, tools and equipment safely in healthy environments 
• Learning about other craftspeople 
• Develop a portfolio of work in craft 
• Record and review your work 
• Plan, create and display a final piece 

 
What will I be expected to do at home? 
 
At home you will be expected to: 
 
• Undertake your own research 
• Develop ideas for future work 
• Complete coursework tasks 
 

 
Progression Paths Beyond Post 16 
 
Specialist College courses 
Employment Opportunities including Apprenticeships 
Work experience placements 

Creative Craft 
 

NCFE Creative Craft Award/  
Entry 3/Level 1 

Teacher in Charge:  to be confirmed 
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Creative Media  
BTEC Level 1 Award/Certificate in 

Media Production 
 

Teacher in Charge:  James Woodhams 
 

What is the subject about? 
 
Media is the study of film, television, radio and the written word, such as 
magazines and advertising. Throughout the course you will develop skills 
across many of these areas and will have the opportunity to produce short 
films, animations and promotional material. You will learn a range of       
techniques and develop an understanding of pre-production, production 
and post-production techniques. 
  
What do the lessons involve? 
 
In the lessons you will: 
• Follow a brief in your lessons that fits with particular media genre. 
• Improve and build on your media skills as well as learn new ones.  
• Learn how to use different media equipment and programmes 
• Create work in a chosen media style  
• Find out about different media genres 
• Pass on the information to others 
• Develop communication and evaluation techniques 
 
Equipment 
The Media lessons take place in the Media Room and Recording Studio,  
although the whole school grounds are used to film in. The students have 
access to video cameras, digital cameras, editing software and a fully 
equipped recording studio.  
 
Progression Paths Beyond Post 16 
 
Specialist College courses in Media Level 
1 and 2 
Employment Opportunities and  
Apprenticeships in publishing,  
professional photographer,  
Independent film making 
Work experience placements  
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The Duke of Edinburgh Award has a positive impact on people both on their 
personal development and employability.  The DofE is all about going the  
extra mile – gaining new skills, pushing yourself physically, helping others 
and exploring new territories. At the same time, you’ll gather friendships,  
experiences and memories that will last a lifetime.  
The course involves learning new skills, volunteering and expedition  
activities. Perhaps you want to help out at a local youth club or improve your 
swimming? Learn how to bake or go hiking?  
 
 
 What is it about? 
 
It involves four sections:  
• To enjoy and learn new skills  
• To learn new physical skills  
• Take part in expedition activities 
• Volunteering 
•  
It also enables you  
• To develop team working skills 
• Give yourself challenges 
• Add it to your CV—a really 

respected award which em-
ployers recognise 

 
 
 
What do the lessons involve? 
 
• Practical activities 
• Discussion 
• Learning new skills 
 

 
 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Teacher in Charge:  Mr C Frid 
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Farming  
 

BTEC  EL3/ L1 Land Based Studies 
Award /Certificate 

Teacher in Charge:  Amy Dalziel 

What is the subject about? 
 
This course is designed for students who enjoy the outdoors and working 
with animals. You will develop your knowledge of small and large animal 
care and handling. As part of a team you will help to maintain the academy 
farm and care for its interesting range of animals. The course will involve 
working in our small animal unit and with our range of poultry and pigs. This 
is very much a practical course and will involve working outdoors in all 
weather conditions. There will be the opportunity to contribute towards                      
general farm maintenance in addition to studying animal health and welfare. 
The course will also involve visits to other establishments and visiting                   
speakers.  
 
What do the lessons involve? 
 
You will be working outdoors on our school farm. There will lots of practical 
hands on work – you will need your wellies! You will be handling a range of 
animals and maintaining their pens to keep them happy and healthy.         
Additional to this you will complete class-based sessions producing evidence 
for assignments and carrying out research into legisla-
tion and welfare issues for higher level courses. 
 
Lessons will involve: 

Witten tasks  
Discussion 
Practical work 
Handling animals 
Educational visits 

 
At home 
To support your studies, visits to farms, watching animal welfare                
programmes and internet research will be fundamental to your                   
understanding of the course on offer. 
 
Progression Paths  
 
Specialist College courses  
Employment Opportunities including Apprenticeships 
Work experience placements 
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Garden—Horticulture  
BTEC  E3/ L1 Land Based Studies 

Award /Certificate 

 
Teacher in Charge: to be confirmed 

What is the subject about? 
 
This course will give you all the knowledge and practical experience of    
working as a gardener. You will develop skills to maintain your own garden 
or work in the horticulture industry. You will work as team and also on your 
own (with support).  You will learn how to use tools safely and how to choose 
the right equipment for the job.  This will give you skills which you will be 
able to use at home and in a working environment – so pleasure and work 
all in one.  
 
What do the lessons involve? 
 
You will be working outdoors in the garden areas and grounds, in the                   
poly tunnels under cover, at raised beds, outside and inside in the grounds 
of Walton Hall.   here will lots of practical hands on work – you will need your 
wellies! You will be provided with, and expected to wear, Personal Protective 
Equipment. There will also be some written work to evidence what you have 
learnt.  
 
Lessons will involve: 

Short written tasks  
Discussion 
Practical work 
Working with soil and plants 
 

 
Progression Paths  
 
Specialist College courses 
Employment Opportunities including 
Apprenticeships 
Work experience placements 
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What is the subject about? 
 
The Pearson BTEC Level 1 Introductory Award and Certificate in Hospitality 
and Tourism are designed around practical skills and tasks that place an  
emphasis on learners demonstrating what they can do rather than what they 
know in theory. The qualifications give learners the opportunity to acquire 
and develop generic, transferable and sector-specific skills in order to  
complete tasks, and demonstrate a level of achievement that enables them 
to progress to further learning. .  
 
What do the lessons involve? 
 
In the lessons you will: 
• Follow a brief in your lessons that fits with developing your hospitality 

and tourism skills 
• Prepare, cook and serve food and drink 
• Find out about the local visitor attractions and explore how they meet 

the needs of particular visitor types. .  
• Contribute to running hospitality events 
• Students will learn techniques to improve own organisational skills and 

review the use of techniques to improve own organisational skills.  
• Students will learn the skills and behaviours needed to meet personal 

progression goal and produce a progression plan to meet intended goal. 
 
Lessons will involve: 

 Preparing and cooking food 
 Presenting, serving and organising hospitality 

events 
 Researching and visiting local visitor attractions 
 Written work 
 

Progression Paths Beyond Post 16 
 

Specialist College courses 
Employment Opportunities including                   
Apprenticeships 
Work experience placements 

Hospitality and Tourism 
 

BTEC  L1 Introductory Award/
Certificate in  

Hospitality and Tourism 

Teacher in Charge:  to be confirmed 
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What is the subject about? 
 
The Pearson BTEC Level 1 or Level 2 Information Technology Users  
Qualification is designed around practical skills and tasks. The qualification 
gives you  the opportunity to learn and develop skills for all work places such 
as organisation and planning skills as well as specific ICT skills. It  will also 
give you a basic introduction to the IT sector.  
 
What do the lessons involve? 
 
In the lessons you will: 
• Follow a brief in your lessons that fits with developing your photographic 

skills 
• Use digital communication technologies including email, social media 

and blogs safely for a given purpose 
• Design and present information for a specific audience using IT. You will 

explore design elements and use different types of software to produce 
engaging information.  

• Develop skills to create a spreadsheet that solves problems and  
 displays numeric and non-numeric information by applying suitable tools 
  and techniques.  
• create a simple website using graphical tools for a specific purpose  
• Create a simple computer programme 
• Review your own work and collect feedback from different sources  
 
 
Lessons will involve: 

 Project based work using ICT 
 Discussions 
  
 

Progression Paths Beyond Post 16 
 
Specialist College courses 
Employment Opportunities including Apprenticeships 
 

 
ITQ Users  

 
BTEC  L1 or L2   

Teacher in Charge:  to be confirmed 
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Motor Vehicle Maintenance  

 
Qualification WJEC or NCFE 

Entry 3 / Level 1 

Teacher in Charge:  Mr. J. Cook 

What is the subject about?  
 
This course will give you the knowledge, practical experience and             
confidence to carry out repairs to a motorcycle or car. You will be involved in 
every aspect of learning how to fault find, repair and service a motor vehicle. 
You will work as a team and on your own (with support) and you will be 
working in the well equipped workshop that simulates a commercial garage 
environment. With this qualification and experience you will be well placed to 
take up a work experience placement and/or a college placement.  This 
course will also help you in the safe running and maintenance of your own 
vehicle in the future. 
 
What do the lessons involve? 
 
Lessons will involve you learning how to work safely in the workshop and the 
safe use of a wide range of equipment  and tools that can be found in any 
home mechanics or commercial garage. Classroom based work will include 
internet research, and completing technical worksheets to show that you 
have an understanding of engineering principles. Along with this you will 
complete practical tasks and assessments as evidence of your for the       
examiner.  
 
 
Progression Paths  
 
Specialist College courses  
Employment Opportunities       
including:   
• Apprenticeships 
• Work experience           

placements 
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Teacher in Charge:  James Woodhams 

What is the subject about? 
 
This qualification will allow students to explore and develop their musical 
skills to better understand the creation and the performance of music;  
Students will perform in front of the whole school in various events  
throughout the year. After each performance students be given the chance to 
self-review their performance and development skills post performances to 
better future performances. Students will also develop the skills needed to 
rehearse as part of a group for a performance. This will include skills in  
working with others and planning to deadlines. Once on the course it will  
allow students to develop technical skills used by those working ‘behind the 
scenes’ to support a performance and it will develop their skills in  
self-management and problem solving. 
Students will learn key techniques to help organise their work and priorities 
and manage their time effectively. Students will also develop the skills and 
behaviours needed to progress to the next stage in their learning, identifying 
progression opportunities and creating a plan to enable them to get there. 
 
What do the lessons involve? 
 Students will rehearse for a performance, reflecting on own skills 
• Students will perform a piece of music to an audience. 
• plan a rehearsal process for a performance and work with others to  
 rehearse and perform. 
• learn how to use all the equipment from PA to lights to provide technical 

support for a performance 
• be able to solve problems when providing technical  support. 
• learn techniques to improve own organisational skills and review the 

use of techniques to improve own or-
ganisational skills.  

• learn the skills and behaviours needed 
to meet personal progression goals 
and produce a progression plan to 
meet an intended  goal. 

 
Progression Paths Beyond Post 16 
 Specialist College courses 
Employment Opportunities including                   
Apprenticeships 

Music / School of Rock   
BTEC Level 1 Introductory  

Certificate in  
Performing Arts 
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Performing Arts  
 

BTEC Performing Arts  Award/
Certificate — EL3 / Level 1 

Teacher in Charge:  Karen Walker 
 

 
What is the subject about? 
 

 
Here at Walton Hall we pride ourselves in producing top quality theatre. 
 
Over the years we have produced many amazing shows and performed at 
venues such as the Gatehouse Theatre. 
 
This option will see the group entering into the world of live theatre. Spread 
over a 12 month term the option group will learn the skills needed to:        
perform, learn the operation and control of a large scale production and    
perform to live audiences. The option group will be offered trips to local    
theatres to watch professional shows throughout the year.  
 
This qualification aims to develop learners skills in performance with a view 
to progression towards further qualifications.  
Help learners to acquire and develop fundamental practical skills, and        
focuses on learners' performance ability by developing their critical      
awareness. 
Finally to focus on practical skills also provide an opportunity to develop 
skills relating to the performance Industry. 
Our main objective is to have some 
fun, laugh, dance and sing 

. 
 
 
Progression Paths Beyond Post 16 
 
Specialist College courses 
Employment Opportunities including 
Apprenticeships 
Work experience placements 
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Teacher in Charge:  James Woodhams 
 

What is the subject about? 
This qualification aims to: 
• provide an introduction to radio 
• develop technical skills and knowledge within radio 
• provide a supportive progression route into further learning. 
  
In this qualification Students will explore the various aspects of audio  
production for radio by using the Recording Studio, the new professional  
radio equipment and software and all its equipment in the Media Room  
including editing software. Students will develop knowledge and practical 
skills in microphone use, audio editing and radio production. It will enable 
them to acquire the skills and knowledge required to research, produce and 
present an item for a radio news programme. Opportunities will be given to 
develop presentation skills through writing, presenting and evaluating  
created radio programme item. Through their studies students will have the 
opportunity to explore various aspects of employment in the radio industry 
through the investigation of job roles and the development of research skills. 
Students will explore the key aspects behind the role of a radio production 
assistant, identifying the knowledge and skills required to make an effective 
contribution. The qualification will also allow students develop and perform 
tasks common to the role of a radio production assistant, working  
collaboratively with others to build their practical 
and communication skills. 
 
What do the lessons involve? 
  

• Using the studio and the new professional radio 
equipment to record and mix audio for radio 

• Presenting a radio item/ show 
• Using editing software an audio recording devices 
• Gaining knowledge of radio production terminology 

and legalities 
• Contributing to the creation of news reports 
• Gaining knowledge of the main features of the typical 

job roles within the radio production industry 
• Understand key aspects of the role of radio production assistant 

Progression Paths Beyond Post 16 
Specialist College courses 
Employment Opportunities including                   

Radio  
 

NCFE Award in Radio L1/L2 
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What is the subject about? 
 
• To enjoy and achieve new skills in Sport and fitness 
• To learn empathy for individual students needs 
• To be aware of health and safety policies 
• To understand the need for Time Management during sessions 
• To take turns in group activities and to lead an activity if appropriate 
• To listen to information and respond appropriately to questions from staff 

and students. 
• To develop communication skills by encouraging others.  
 
What do the lessons involve? 
• Visits to local sport, health and fitness provisions where skills,          

techniques, and strategies can be learned and applied 
• Development of new skills, accessing various sporting equipment 
• Participation in a range of sports completing drills and coaching        

sessions. 
• Access to gym and personal programme 
• Option to lead and coach peers 
 
Lessons will involve: 
 

Short written tasks  
Discussion 
Practical work 
Taking part in a range of different sports 
 

 
Progression Paths Beyond Post 16 
Specialist College courses 
Employment Opportunities including        
Apprenticeships 
Work experience placements 

Sports Active 
 

BTEC  E3/ L1 Sport and Active  
Leisure 

Teacher in Charge:  to be confirmed 


